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PE1621/R 

James Robertson submission of 06 April 2017 

SEPSIS AWARENESS, DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT 

I thank the Scottish Government for their response dated 3rd March 2017 and would 
reply to the two issues in sequence: 
 

1. Awareness Training for Clinical Staff 
 
I note that the formal Sepsis and VTE Collaborative ceased in 2014 but “work” 
continues on Sepsis awareness and management as part of the SPSP. 
Could you please tell me precisely what this “work” entails and how is the impact 
of this being measured? 
 
Could you please also provide me with more detail on what part of the life 
support training programmes and undergraduate training programmes across the 
country Sepsis is included in? 
Has this been mapped across all Boards for consistency? 
 

2. A National Sepsis Awareness Campaign 
 
I am pleased to read that the Scottish Government are supportive of a public 
facing campaign.  Given the disparity of views among the various Health Boards 
then that surely makes a solid case for a National Campaign. 
 
I have worked closely with the Fiona Elizabeth Agnew Trust on this.  Their written 
response to the question of a National Campaign is as follows:- 
 
“As an organisation, we welcome action to raise awareness.  Key word: action, 
not aspiration. 
 
We will continue to work constructively, creatively and cost effectively with the 
Scottish Government and its health agencies – and indeed any health agencies – 
to scale up existing awareness work and/or to develop and distribute new 
awareness materials. 
 
Notwithstanding the broad progress taken in Scotland to date, it would be 
smarter to make this a 24/7/365 campaign, given the continuing scale of the 
problem and the wide lack of awareness which persists. 
 
We would once again emphasise – and as we have already demonstrated – the 
costs involved need not be exorbitant as the existing Governmental and agency 
distribution channels and networks exist throughout Scotland and the NHS to 
make it happen – if the will to do so is there. 
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Finally, mandatory e-learning for all healthcare professionals should be 
mandated and standardised by the Scottish Government now.  No excuses:  the  
materials already exist within the Scottish NHS as do the distribution networks 
and channels.  Delivery and effectiveness should be measured using SMART 
principles.” 
 

I would also add that Professor Kevin Rooney in an interview on BBC Reporting 
Scotland on 4th April 2017 has also given his backing for a National Campaign. 
 
Can I remind you that NHS England already has a National Awareness Campaign up 
and running so let us not delay – inaction could cost someone’s life. 
 

 
 


